
NEBRASKA – U.S. CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE, 1997
SELECTED DATA

NUMBER OF FARMS BY SIZE
Farms by Size Farm Number % of Total

1 - 9 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,591     5.0    
10 - 49 acres . . . . . . . . . . 4,733     9.2    
50 - 179 acres . . . . . . . . . 9,764     19.0    
180 - 499 acres . . . . . . . . . 12,648     24.6    
500 - 999 acres . . . . . . . . . 10,338     20.1    
1,000 - 1,999 acres . . . . . . 6,717     13.0    
2,000 acres or more . . . . . 4,663     9.1    
 All Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,454     100.0    

CATTLE AND CALVES FARMS AND INVENTORY
Farms by
Inventory

Farm
Number

% of
Total

Inventory
Number

% of
Total

1 - 9 . . . . . . . . . 2,089 7.1 11,019 0.2
10 - 19 . . . . . . . 2,560 8.7 35,619 0.5
20 - 49 . . . . . . . 6,683 22.8 217,273 3.2
50 - 99 . . . . . . . 6,087 20.8 424,886 6.3
100 - 199 . . . . . 5,303 18.1 721,425 10.7
200 - 499 . . . . . 4,336 14.8 1,302,828 19.4
500 - 999 . . . . . 1,307 4.5 872,525 13.0
1,000 - 2,499 . . 627 2.1 915,740 13.6
2,500 - 4,999 . . 170 0.6 578,762 8.6
5,000+ . . . . . . 136 0.5 1,652,560 24.5
   Total . . . . . . . 29,298 100.0 6,732,637 100.0 

HOGS AND PIGS FARMS AND INVENTORY
Farms by
Inventory

Farm
Number

% of
Total

Inventory
Number

% of
Total

1 - 24 . . . . . . . . 730 12.1 7,836 0.2
25 - 49 . . . . . . . 389 6.5 13,537 0.4
50 - 99 . . . . . . 634 10.5 43,542 1.3
100 - 199 . . . . . 903 15.0 124,224 3.6
200 - 499 . . . . . 1,690 28.1 537,559 15.6
500 - 999 . . . . . 945 15.7 635,487 18.4
1,000 - 1,999 . . 462 7.7 604,574 17.5
2,000 - 4,999 . . 189 3.1 532,328 15.4
5,000+ . . . . . . 75 1.3 953,299 27.6
   Total . . . . . . . 6,017 100.0 3,452,386 100.0

NUMBER OF FARMS BY VALUE OF SALES
Farms by 

Value of Sales
Farm

Number
% of
Total

Less than $2,500 . . . . . . . 5,658      11.0     
$2,500 - $4,999 . . . . . . . . 2,394      4.6     
$5,000 - $9,999 . . . . . . . . 3,497       6.8     
$10,000 - $24,999 . . . . . .  6,733      13.1     
$25,000 - $49,999 . . . . . .  6,962      13.5     
$50,000 - $99,999 . . . . . . 8,005      15.6     
$100,000 - $499,999 . . . . 15,703      30.5     
$500,000 or more . . . . . . . 2,502      4.9     
 All Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,454      100.0     

FARM OPERATORS BY AGE GROUP*
Age Group Number % of Total

Under 25 years . . . . . . . . .   976       1.9     
25 - 34 years . . . . . . . . . . 4,555      8.9     
35 - 44 years . . . . . . . . . . 11,802      22.9     
45 - 49 years . . . . . . . . . .  6,360      12.4     
50 - 54 years . . . . . . . . . .  5,253      10.2     
55 - 59 years . . . . . . . . . . 5,030       9.8     
60 - 64 years . . . . . . . . . .  5,087       9.9     
65 - 69 years . . . . . . . . . . 4,543      8.8     
70 years & over . . . . . . . . . 7,848      15.2     
 All Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,454      100.0     

* Average age = 52.5 years.

FARMS BY ACRES HARVESTED - SELECTED CROPS

Crop
Farm

Number
% of
Total

Sorghum for Grain . . . . . . . 5,965      11.6     
Oats for Grain . . . . . . . . . . 2,612      5.1     
Dry Edible Beans . . . . . . . . 1,129       2.2     
Sugar Beets . . . . . . . . . . . .    367       0.7     
Hay, All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,215      49.0     
     Alfalfa Hay . . . . . . . . . . 19,375     37.7     
     Wild Hay . . . . . . . . . . .  8,215      16.0     

FARMS BY ACRES HARVESTED - CORN, SOYBEANS AND WHEAT

Acres
Harvested

Corn for Grain or Seed Soybeans for Beans Wheat for Grain

Number % of Total Number % of Total Number % of Total

1 - 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 851    2.9      889    4.2      835     8.5      
15 - 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 858    2.9      1,235    5.9      906     9.2      
25 - 49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,469    8.5      3,245    15.4      1,691     17.2      
50 - 99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,752    16.3      4,819    22.9      1,900     19.3      
100 - 249 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,863    30.4      6,726    31.9      2,348     23.9      
250 - 499 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,449    22.1      3,124    14.8      1,211     12.3      
500 - 999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,805    13.1      893    4.2      732     7.5      
1,000+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,102    3.8      141    0.7      203     2.1      
    Total 29,149    100.0      21,072    100.0      9,826     100.0      
Percent of Total Farms . . . . . —    56.7      —    41.0      —     19.1      

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS: 1997 AND EARLIER CENSUS YEARS
All Farms Unit 1997 1992 1987 1982 1978 1974 1969 1964

Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Number 51,454 52,923 60,502 60,243 63,768 67,597 72,257 80,163
Land in Farms . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 Ac. 45,525 44,393 45,305 44,961 46,114 46,172 45,834 47,793
Average Size . . . . . . . . . . . . Acres 885 839 749 746 723 683 634 596
Market Value of Ag
   Products Sold . . . . . . . . . . Mil. $ 9,832 8,210 6,667 6,626 5,149 3,733 2,148 1,334
Average per Farm . . . . . . . . 1,000 $ 191.1 155.1 110.2 110.0 80.8 55.2 29.7 16.6


